What’s Going On ?         

                                Guitar chord sequence D G Em D

What’s the difference, can you tell me please,

Between corruption and government sleaze ?


And I say, “Hey, what’s going on ?”

The government says “no”, the people say “yes”,

But which one happens, you can guess,


I said “Hey, what’s going on ?”

Chorus;
And I say “Hey, hey, hey, what’s going on ?


What’s going on ?  What’s going on ?”


(repeat)

It’s a crying shame, in fact it’s mournful,

Two government ministers declared unlawful,


And I say, “Hey, what’s going on ?”

Heseltine’s in a huff, his bum’s feeling tender,

Twelve of his mates kicked him out – return to sender


I said “Hey, what’s going on ?”

Chorus

Some people say that we’re a bunch of reds,

Others that we’re chickens, without heads,


And I say, “Hey, what’s going on ?”

In 1979 we had a referendum,

Now they lie about the truth, because it doesn’t suit them,


I said “Hey, what’s going on ?”

And we sit, and we march, and we sing, and we shout,

But Westminster’s blind, Westminster’s deaf


And we say, “What’s going on ?”

And we sit, and we march, and we sing, and we shout,

But Westminster’s blind, Westminster’s deaf

So we cry, with all of our heart, “What’s going on now ?”

Chorus

Almost a thousand long days we’ve been sitting here,

Bringing hope to our supporters, to the government fear,


And I say “We’re going on !”


And I say “Hey, hey, hey, we’re going on,”


“We’re going on, we’re going on now.)


(etc.)

Luther King, Gandhi, Lafayette,

Dunont, Nansen. the suffragettes,

They’re of our world,

And they’re our inspiration.


Livingstone, Burns, Wallace and Scott,


Tytler, Chalmers, Clark Maxwell, Watt,


They’re of our Nation,


And they’re our inspiration.


And I say “Hey, hey, hey, we’re going on,”


“We’re going on, we’re going on now.)


(etc. - carry on until running out of steam !)
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This song, based around What’s Up ? by Four Non-Blondes was written for use at The Vigil run by the pressure group Democracy for Scotland, set up in reaction to the 1992 UK General Election result, where 75% of Scots votes were for parties in favour of the re-establishment of the Scottish Parliament, yet Scotland was bound by the views of the UK Parliament (under a Conservative administration, with a 25% vote in Scotland, and against devolution). 

The song changed at different airings, depending on what was in the news at the time. This version (which may be the first) must date from early 1995 (it refers to 1,000 days) – almost three years into the Vigil’s five year life.

