Thaney

"Mak' yer bed fu' broad, dear Thaney

Mak' yer bed fu' broad and wide

There will lie a southern suitor (
And you shall be his bonnie bride"

"Faither dear, my bed is narrow

Narrow so it will remain

Never will I wed a stranger

I would raither lie my lane"

"Then I will call you no more daughter

I will call you no more mine

'Til the day you die you'll wander

Wander oot among the swine"

Thaney fae the ha' was banished

Banished oot in tae the night

By and by there came a lady

Busked in linens lily-white

Thaney beckoned tae the lady

Through the mirk she couldnae tell

That it was a fair-faced laddie (
Come loomin like the earl o' hell

"Tak yer hands fae aff my shoulders

Tak yer hands fae aff my wame"

"I will tak' the one thing, lady (
I never can return again"

He has left her lyin' lowin'

Lowin' there among the swine

Thaney saw her belly growin'

Growin' wi' the rue and thyme

Word has gone untae the castle

Word has gone untae the ha'

"Thaney has lain wrang wi' a stranger

She has let her snood doon fa'"

"Wae be tae the wanton Thaney

She has hattered at my heart

Take her tae the highest mountain

Tie her fast intae a cart"

They have shackled Thaney's body

Wi' her belly rowin' fu

Every man wi' stone stood ready

For to break her back in two

But wonders on the bonnie lady

Wonders there on Traprain Law

Tho' the stanes rained doon wi' fury

Not a one on her did fa'

Word has gone untae the castle

Word has gone through a' the land

"Thaney rose up like the morning

She stepped softly on the strand"

"Wae be to the wanton Thaney

Curses on her blithesome head

Let it be by Loth here commanded (
I will live to see her dead

Without sail or row or rudder (
It's you shall toss the wild, wild faem

Let the ocean's dogs devour ye

Never more you'll rise again"

But wonders on the bonnie lady

Wonders on the silver spray

Cradled by five thousand fishes (
It's she has reached the Isle o' May

Through the turning tide they 




tumbled

Through the rattlin', rollin' storm

Safe at Culross Kirk she has landed

There she has her baby born

"I will make my bed fu' narrow

And in it I will lie my lane

And my bonnie boy there beside me

Nothing more to rue again"
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St. Kentigern Garthwys      (c.528-614)

 (Welsh-Cyndeyrn, Latin-Cantigernus, English-Kentigern)

Prince Kentigern, was the fruit of King Owein and Princess Thaney's illicit liaison. The otherwise unknown Garthwys is thought to be the place of his birth. Under his nickname of Mungo, he was brought up by St. Serf in Culross  (Fife). Later he travelled to Strathclyde where he was ordained by an Irish missionary Bishop before continuing the work of St. Ninian in converting the locals around Glasgow. Here he founded an Episcopal See where he lived an austere life sleeping on a bed of stone, fasting and praying while standing naked in the Clyde. He was, however, persecuted by King Morken Mwynfawr  (the Wealthy), and was obliged to flee.

Settling in Wales, Kentigern first stayed with St. Dewi (David) but later moved north. Despite being hounded by King Maelgwn Gwynedd, he founded a monastery on the River Elwy. Here, at what became known as Llanelwy (St. Asaphs), he instructed St. Asaph in the ways of the Christian Church. Kentigern made seven pilgrimages to Rome, before eventually being called back to Strathclyde. King Morken had been succeeded by his brother, Riderch Hael (the Generous), the great ally of Kentigern's ageing grandfather. Riderch had already been converted to Christianity and made Kentigern the first Bishop of Strathclyde. He built churches and erected crosses far and wide, including Hoddam and Borthwick, and became firm friends with St. Columba. Kentigern died of shock after getting into a hot bath on Sunday 13th January 614! He was buried in his foundation, Glasgow Cathedral. Some say he lived to the age of 185! Though somewhere in his 80s or even younger is much more likely. The heraldic arms of Glasgow display a ring and a fish, commemorating an early miracle of this British saint.

St. Kentigern Mungo of Glasgow, Bishop and Abbot

Died c. 603-612; (feast day is January 14 in Glasgow.) Most of what we know about Saint Kentigern mixes fact and fiction, because the only sources date from the 11th and 12th centuries. Many of the traditional elements predate the written documents.

Kentigern is said to have been a native of Lothian, the son of Saint Thenaw (Thaney, Thenog, Theneva), a British princess, and the grandson of, perhaps, Prince Urien. When it was learned that she was pregnant by an unknown man, she was hurled from a cliff (in a cart at times) and, when discovered alive at the foot of the cliff, set adrift in a boat (or barrel) on the Firth of Forth. She reached Culross, was sheltered by Saint Serf, and gave birth to a child to whom Serf gave the name Mungo  (meaning, little darling). The legend continues that Kentigern was raised by the saint, became a hermit at Glasghu (Glasgow) and was so renowned for his holiness that he was consecrated bishop of Strathclyde about 540 by an Irish bishop. There is reason to believe that he actually began his missionary efforts at Cathures on the Clyde, thus founding the church at Glasgow, and continued his missionary activities in Cumbria generally. He was, indeed, the first bishop of Strathclyde. During his bishopric, he revived the cultus of Saint Ninian and restored his church in Glasgow. His mother gave her name to Saint Enoch's Square and Railway Station in that city.

It is further related that political disorder drove him into exile in Carlisle and then into Wales, where he is said to have stayed with Saint David at Menevia. Reputedly he also founded the monastery of Llanelwy, being succeeded as abbot there by Saint Asaph when he was recalled to the north by the Christian King Rederech around 553; but the evidence for these particulars is altogether insufficient. In the north again he lived at Hoddam (Dumfries) and Glasgow, where the saint died while taking a bath. He was buried in Glasgow cathedral.

Mungo (Munghu) is a Celtic nickname commonly used for Kentigern; it is usually explained as meaning 'darling' or 'most dear.' Montague states that Kentigern was probably Irish because "his nickname Mungo is compounded with the prefix 'Mo,' a purely Irish custom."

The ring and fish displayed on the heraldic arms of the city of Glasgow refer to a tradition about Saint Kentigern, in which he miraculously saves an unfaithful wife from the anger of her royal husband. The queen had given her husband's ring to her lover. The king discovered it, threw it into the sea and told his wife she must find it again in three days. Kentigern told her not to worry: One of his monks had extracted the ring from a salmon he caught. The Saint's kindness is commemorated on the arms of the city of Glasgow.

There are several Scottish and nine English, mainly Cumbrian, dedications to the saint under his nickname, Mungo. Although it is unlikely that Kentigern founded the 1,000-monk monastery in northern Wales, the story may be true that he traded pastoral staffs with Saint Columba near the end of Columba's life (Attwater, Benedictines, Delaney, Encyclopaedia, Farmer, Montague).

In art Saint Kentigern is represented as an enthroned bishop with a monk at his feet presenting a salmon with a ring in its mouth; a queen with a ring and a king with a sword are near him. At times he may be portrayed meeting Saint Columba with a column of fire above him; or holding a mulberry leaf (Roeder).

Saint Kentigern is venerated at Carlisle and Saint Asaph. Together with his mother, Kentigern is the patron of Glasgow.

Mungo's story begins at Traprain Law, the Lothians: Grandson of British prince Lothus. Son of St

Enoch. Born c518 at CULROSS, Fife. St Serf the Abbot named the child Kentigern (Chief Lord) but as

he grew up and was educated in the Abbey he was known as Mungo (Dear One). Ordained c550. Hermit,

Monk, Missionary to Scotland and Wales. Died 13 January 603. Buried in GLASGOW Catherdral.

Was Glasgow’s St Mungo really a Lothian boy?

HE might be known as the founder of Glasgow but new research has strengthened claims that St Mungo was born in Lothian. 

Archaeologists have uncovered evidence linking his birth with Traprain Law, the famous East Lothian landmark 20 miles east of Edinburgh. 

The birthplace of St Mungo has never been established but it has always been presumed he was born in Culross in Fife where he was taught by St Serf at a monastery there. 

Myth had it that his mother, Thenew or Enoch, was banished from Traprain by her father King Loth, King of Lothian. 

But experts believe a medieval enclosure discovered on the hill during a new archaeological excavation could be a shrine to the missionary, and that he could have been born there after all. 

The most famous shrine to the 6th-century saint is in the crypt of Glasgow cathedral, the site of an earlier cemetery where Mungo came to bury a monk. A picture of him is also included in the city’s coat of arms. 

Traprain has long been known as one of Scotland’s prime archaeological sites, with discoveries of artefacts from the Roman and Iron age periods. 

It was thought the vast settlement at the summit of the Law pre-dated Mungo’s birth. The new work completed by the team of 20 archaeologists from Edinburgh University, Queen’s University, Belfast, and the National Museums of Scotland over the summer has shown the hill was inhabited when Mungo would have been born, around 520AD. 

Fraser Hunter, curator of Iron Age and Roman Collections at the National Museums of Scotland, said: "We have found unexpected evidence for the later use of the hill, after its abandonment as a major settlement around the 5th century AD.   "A typical early Christian burial has been uncovered, providing evidence of some religious use.  

"These findings lend some legitimacy to the myths which link the birth of St Mungo to events on Traprain.   "His mother, St Enoch, was believed to have been banished from the hill when her father, King Loth, discovered she was pregnant. 

"A sizeable medieval enclosure was also unearthed in the same area, right on the very summit. Although at this stage it can’t be proven, this could be connected with a church or shrine to St Mungo. These excavations have given us tantalising glimpses of this fascinating site.  

"They show the importance of Traprain and the potential locked in it to tell us about life in southern Scotland." 

Traprain Law, which literally means the hill of staves because of the wooden fortifications, is a 724ft lava shelf which formed during volcanic activity 200 million years ago. 

It is the only hill-fort which can be shown to have continued in occupation during the Roman period. 

Throughout that time and after the Roman withdrawal it was the tribal capital for the Votadini, the main tribe in the Lothians who were friendly towards the Mediterranean conquerors. The site has been investigated by previous explorations - the last major one carried out in 1919 uncovered the Traprain treasure, an extensive horde of Roman silverware currently held by the National Museums of Scotland. 

Until this joint project, first established last summer, the digs had focused on the western slopes and the fortifications which surround the Law’s base.  Investigations have shown the whole hilltop was densely populated well into the Iron Age, with the remains of more buildings, hearths and ramparts uncovered. It is thought that the hill could have been occupied as far back as 4000BC. 

Andrew Dunwell, manager of Edinburgh University’s Centre for Field Archaeology, said: "I think it can be considered one of the most important prehistoric sites in southern Scotland. 

"Our work has been able to demonstrate there is a very long and complex history of occupation of the Law.   "We were able to prove there were remains all across the summit."  

Ian Armit, senior lecturer of archaeology at Queen’s University, Belfast, said: "We dug small trenches across the hillside and in every one we got results. It suggests the whole area is of tremendous historical value. The majority of the finds were of pottery but there were odd bits of metalwork." 

The results of the latest dig are to be passed on to East Lothian Council, which manages the site. 
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